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BERLIN AND ROME 


The German Interregnum 

HE Ministerial crisis continues in 

Germany. Since December 5, when 
Chancellor Luther resigned, President 
Hindenburg has tried in vain to form a 
Government based on the Big Coalition, 
made up of representatives of the People’s 
Party, Catholic Center, Democrats and So- 
eialists. Dr. Koch, leader of the Demo- 
cratic Party, has failed repeatedly to form 
a Ministry, largely because of the refusal 
of the Socialists to cooperate except un- 
der the following conditions: 


1 A coalition for preservation of the Repub- 
lican régime and suppression of all mon- 
archistic agitation. 

Ratification of the Washington labor con- 
vention; legal eight hour working day. 
Publication of tax-payers’ lists after the 
American system. 


No reduction of property taxes without 
reduction of consumer’s taxes. 


50% increase in unemployment doles. 

Substantial raise of pay for Government 

employees. 

7 Settlement of compensation claims of 
Hohenzollerns etc. by Federal legislation. 

8 Germany’s speedy entrance into the League 


of Nations. (This last is the only one the 
bourgeois parties seem willing to accept.) 
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In the meantime Luther and Strese- 
mann continue to carry on the routine 
business. The Reichstag reconvenes Jan- 
uary 12. 


Despite the optimism of Parker Gil- 
bert’s report November 30 on the first 
year’s working of the Dawes Plan, the 
New Year finds Germany pessimistic. Un- 
employment has recently increased from 
less than 500,000 to 664,000. Continuing 
unfavorable balance of trade, the high cost 
of living, the high cost of production, are 
some of the reasons for the prevailing dis- 
couragement. 


Fascist Legislation 


HE Italian Parliamentary session 

which closed before Christmas set a 
record for new legislation of a really 
revolutionary character. The following 
summary is based on an Associated Press 
dispatch: 


First: The law empowering the Government 
to revoke the citizenship and confiscate the 
property of any Italian abroad who utters 
words or commits acts likely to cause dis- 
orders within the realm or damage the pres- 
tige of the existing régime abroad. 

Second: The law making the Premier respon- 
sible only to the King instead of jointly to the 
King and Parliament as heretofore, and also 
providing for the fining or imprisonment of 
those speaking or acting in a manner deroga- 
tory to him. 

Third: The law recognizing the Fascist em- 
ployers’ association and the Fascist labor 
union as the only organizations through 
which workmen may present demands con- 
cerning working conditions and wages and 
employers may present their conditions of em- 
ployment. This bill also provides for the com- 
pulsory adjudication of all disputes between 
employers and employees by special labor 
courts created under the provisions of the law, 
this being designed to abolish strikes and 
lockouts. 

Fourth: The law establishing a system of 
government by “podestas” appointed by the 
central Government for all Communes of less 
than 5,000 population, thus virtually eliminat- 
ing the system of local and administrative 
elections, 

Fifth: The law giving extensive administra- 
tive powers to all prefects in the kingdom, 
who also are appointed by the central Govern- 
ment. 


The Significance of Rubber 


ITHIN the last month or so rubber 

has jumped into front page promi- 
nence both here and in England. As long 
ago as last October, Secretary of Com- 
merce Hoover, in a speech before the Erie 
Chamber of Commerce, pointed out the 
danger of foreign combinations to fix 
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prices of certain raw materials, of which 
rubber was the most important. There 
followed a press controversy in which 
both the American and the British point 
of view were urged with some bitterness 
and with vague references to the result- 
ant strain on the relations between the 
two countries. Now Congress, on the 
suggestion of Mr. Hoover, has ordered an 
investigation into the alleged British rub- 
ber monopoly scheduled to begin Janu- 
ary 5. 


The British point of view has been very 
clearly explained by Sir Robert Horne in 
an article in the New York Times of Jan- 
uary 3. His argument in brief is: 
before the rubber growers adopted the 
plan of restricting production, their losses 
were so great that there was danger of 
many plantations closing down alto- 
gether; the recent price increase was due 
to the greatly increased demand in the 
United States rather than to the policy of 
restriction; there is no discrimination 
against the American consumer since 
British consumers pay the same price; 
and British dependence on American cot- 
ton is similar to American dependence on 
British rubber. 


The chief significance of the whole mat- 
ter is precisely the light which it throws 
on the great importance of the problem 
of raw materials. It emphasizes the 
necessity that proposals for disarmament 
and political agreements such as Locarno 
be supplemented by some form of inter- 
national agreement if peace is to be main- 
tained. 


The New Year in the Near East 


—— last October when General Pan- 
.J galos attempted to obtain relaxation 
of his domestic political difficulties by 
creating a diversion on the Bulgarian 
frontier, his position as Premier of 
Greece has continued to grow more pre- 
carious. Faced with imminent defeat at 
the senatorial elections scheduled for Jan- 
uary 7 and the assembly elections fixed for 
March 10, the Premier decided to brush 
aside the constitution, and on January 3, 
relying on the support of the army, as- 
sumed the rdéle of dictator. Elections 
were postponed indefinitely. There was 
simultaneously an announcement of the 
purchase of £3,000,000 worth of munition 
supplies for the army and navy to consoli- 
date Greek control of the Eastern Medi- 
terranean. 


In Turkey one more important break 
with Ottoman tradition was made on Jan- 
uary 1 by the adoption of the European 
system of calculating time from the birth 
of Christ rather than from the date of 
Mohammed’s flight from Mecca in 622 
A. D. This is another step toward the 
thorough westernization of the Turkish 
Republic. 


The Editors assume responsibility for the opinions expressed in this Bulletin. 


Notes 

On January 4 President Coolidge asked 
Congress for an appropriation of $50,000 
to pay the expenses of our participation in 
the work of the Preparatory Commission 
for the Disarmament Conference which 
meets under League auspices in Geneva 
February 15. By requesting an appropria- 
tion instead of Congressional approval of 
his decision to accept the Council’s invita- 
tion, President Coolidge rejects any impli- 
cation that such approval is necessary. He 
advocates participation because of “the 


general policy of this Government in fa-_ 
vor of disarmament and limitation of | 
He points out that such co-| 


armament.” 
operation involves no commitment to at- 
tend the Disarmament Conference itself. 


It is not anticipated that Congress will ” 


refuse the appropriation; even the mem- 


bers most bitterly opposed to the League | 
appear to favor American representation | 


on the Preparatory Commission. 


During the last fortnight communica- 
tions between Peking and Tientsin have 
been reopened and relative peace restored 
throughout China. The _ special 
mission on Extraterritoriality, called in 
pursuance of the Washington Nine Power 
Treaty, convenes in Peking, January 8. 
The Commission is instructed “‘to inquire 
into the present practice of extraterritor- 


ial jurisdiction in China, and into the laws | 


and judicial system and the methods of 
judicial administration of China.” 
powers, however, are limited to reporting 
“their findings of fact, and their recom- 
mendations as to such means as they may 


find suitable to improve the existing con- | 
ditions of the administration of justice in| 


China, and to assist and further the ef- 
forts of the Chinese Government to effect 
such legislation and judicial reforms as 
would warrant the several Powers in re- 
linquishing, either progressively or other- 
wise, their respective rights of extrater- 
ritoriality.” 


American Relations With China, 1925, 
The Johns Hopkins Press, Baltimore. 
This “Report of the Conference held at 
Johns Hopkins University, September 
17-20, 1925, with supplementary ma- 
terials and arranged to be of use to 
discussion groups, current events clubs 
and university classes,” is admirably 
suited for the purpose intended. The 
volume may be had direct from The 
Johns Hopkins Press. Cloth, $1.50; 
paper, $1.00 

Report of the Agent General for Repara- 
tion Payments, November 30, 1925, 
Berlin. This 117-page analysis by S. 
Parker Gilbert, is the most illuminating 
account in English of developments in 
Germany during the past year. A lim- 


ited number of copies will be available | 


for F. P. A. members upon request. 
ein 


Com- | 


Its | 


